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Badajoz three rebel 'planes, it was stated, landed in Portu-
guese territory. " Contrary to international law/5 the
Spanish Government declared, " the handing over of
Spanish political refugees to the rebel generals has been
permitted."
At Geneva it soon became apparent that the legitimate
Spanish Government would encounter great difficulties
in making its protest in the least effective. There were
ridiculous delays, and it was clear that the same game of
postponing action was to be played as the game of delay
which had been started by the Committee of Non-
intervention, which had sat in London a week or so earlier,
and had postponed itself to consider a number of footling
technicalities !
Everybody knew by this time that the policy of neu-
trality and non-intervention was working out in practice
as a virtual blockade of the legal government at Madrid.
It may well be argued that, by rendering lip-service to
an alleged neutrality, the British and French Governments
prevented the outbreak of a European conflagration. One
sees immediately the dangers in a situation in which nations
would take sides against one another in order to fight out
on the Spanish front the problem of Fascism versus Democ-
racy. In England public opinion was divided, one section
of the people being in favour of the rebels and authori-
tarian government, not realizing what that means in Spain,
and caring even less. On the other hand, the liberal and
democratic ideas of the man in the street were shocked and
appalled by the tragic cynicism and impertinence of the
Spanish military rebels and their paymasters in challenging
the existence of a legally constituted government, whose
only crime was that it proposed to reduce the Roman
Catholic Church to the status of a non-political, non-com-